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KTBL Mailing Address 
 

 Please note that our  Post Office box  has changed.  Our new mailing 
address is: 

Kentucky Talking Book Library 
P O Box 537 

Frankfort KY  40602-0537 
 

  The forwarding order for our old box number has expired.  If you address  
mail to  P. O. Box 818,  it will not be delivered to us and  may be returned to you.  
  
              
 
 

Descriptive Video Information 
 

     We have received seven new descriptive videos.  Unfortunately, 
these will be the last described movies we will get in VHS format (for use with a 
VCR).  The major movie studios no longer release movies on videotape, but have 
switched to DVD instead.   
 

     As of now, we have only one supplier of described DVDs, and they mostly 
produce old movies that have fallen into public domain and no longer have a 
copyright.  We have recently purchased 12 of these, and will continue to buy 
more.  Meanwhile, some recent DVD releases do have a described soundtrack.  
We will buy them as we find them.  If you buy or rent a DVD movie that has audio 
description, please let us know and we will try to add it to our collection. 
 

 When ordering movies, please note that DVS indicates a videotape for use 
with a VCR, and DVD indicates use with a DVD player.  Call Greta at 1-800-372-
2968 to order movies or to request a catalog. 
 
  
 

A newsletter from the Kentucky Talking Book Library 



Kentucky Talking Book Library P.O. Box 537, Frankfort KY 40602 
1-800-372-2968 

  
 DVS 00115 Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire  (PG-13) 
 DVS 00116 King Kong Parts 1 & 2  (R) 
 DVS 00117 Cheaper by the Dozen 2 (PG-13) 
 DVS 00118 Date Movie (PG-13) 
 DVS 00119 The Producers (PG-13) 
 DVS 00120 Jarhead (R) 
 DVS 00123 The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, The Witch, & the Wardrobe  
    (PG) 

               
 

Kentucky Book Catalog 
 

 You may have noticed that we have not been including a list of 
our newest Kentucky books in our newsletters.  This is because we 

have created a catalog which contains descriptions of 1384 books we have 
recorded since 1977.  These are books that we have selected and recorded just 
for you, our patrons.  If you are interested in Kentucky fiction, Kentucky history, 
biographies about Kentuckians, or Kentucky authors, call to order a catalog.  We 
have plenty of them available, so call us at 1-800-372-2968. 
              
 

 
2007 Summer Reading Program 

 

 It’s that time of year again!  Summer vacation will start 
before we know it, and so will our summer reading program.  
This year’s theme is Get a Clue @ Your Library, and it will 
feature all types of mysteries.  We encourage patrons of all 
ages to participate.  Call us to register and we will send you a 
packet containing small gifts, a reading log, and information about the program.   
 

 Our summer reading program begins June 15.  All you have to do is read 
Braille or talking books that contain an element of mystery, intrigue, or curiosity-
-either fictional or true.  Keep a list of the books you read.  For every one you 
read you will get a chance to win prizes.  The program ends August 1.  You must 
contact your librarian by August 5 so she can record the books you read and 
enter you in the prize drawing.  Prizes include a Sony Playmate Deluxe Personal 
4-track cassette player and a digital voice recorder. 
 

 Don’t forget to investigate your local public library.  Most have their own 
programs that involve games, arts and crafts, performances, and other fun 
activities relating to the theme.  Many have programs for adults, as well as 
children.  Remember; the more you read the more chances you have to win.  So 
become a sleuth, get a clue @ your library, and discover the joy of reading. 
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Good Luck Caroline 
 

 KTBL is happy to wish Caroline Barnett a happy retirement!  Caroline 
worked in the Circulation area of the library for over 10 years.  In her time with us 
she helped circulate over 1,300,000 books.   Caroline is recovering from a  year-
long fight with cancer and has decided it’s time to call it a day and do what’s she 
has always wanted to do—be a stay-at-home mom with her three-year-old son, 
DJ.  We will miss Caroline but wish her well in this new phase of her life. 
              
 

 

Spring Cleaning 
 

 Spring is the time of year we traditionally clean house.  Please 
take this opportunity to search your home to see if you have any 

overdue books, videos, or other equipment that belongs to KTBL.  Braille and 
talking books are on loan for 30 days; descriptive videos are on loan for 2 weeks.  
(The check-out date appears on the mail card.)  If you find anything you think 
may belong to us, please contact your librarian for return instructions.   
 

 Teachers: please return all books before you leave school for the summer.  
Contact your librarian for a list of books on loan.  Return cassette players if you 
do not plan to use them next school year.  You will receive a letter from us in 
September asking for updated information.  
              
   

Join Our Quality Control Team 
 

 You are part of our quality control “team”, and play a vital role 
in helping to keep our books in good working order. Our circulation 
staff cannot open every returned cassette book to check for 
completeness and damage because we do not have enough employees.  This is 
why we ask you to help by rewinding all books before mailing them back to us.  
To rewind a cassette, place it in the machine with the Braille side up, and press 
the “Rewind” button.  It is fully rewound when it stops.  It is only necessary to 
rewind the last tape of each book or magazine.   If there is a problem with any 
part of the book, please mark the return mail card with an “X” next to our 
address.  Call us if you want us to send you another copy of the book. 
              
 
 

Cassette Battery Information 
 

 Would you like to listen to your talking books while enjoying the warm 
spring weather?  For your convenience our special cassette players have a built-
in rechargeable battery.  This will allow you to move it around without having to 
plug it in.  If you wish to keep the battery charged, you must regularly unplug it 
and use the battery.  After 5-6 hours, plug the player into an electrical outlet to 
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recharge the battery.  The player will operate, plugged in, while the battery 
recharges. 
 

     If you prefer, you may leave the player plugged in and use it like any other 
electrical appliance.  Just keep in mind that this method will not keep the battery 
charged, so it will not operate unless it is plugged into an electrical outlet.   
 

 Do not remove the battery from the player.  It is a nickel-cadmium battery 
that contains toxic materials that can be hazardous if not handled  and disposed 
of properly.  If you suspect a problem with the cassette player, call your librarian 
at 1-800-372-2968 to request another machine. 
              

 
 

Get a Kit, Make a Plan, Be Informed 
 

It’s Spring!  Time for blooming trees and flowers, warmer and 
longer days - and spring storms.  The American Red Cross 

Franklin County Chapter and National Federation of the Blind (NFB) Franklin 
County Chapter are collaborating to ensure that people with vision impairments 
are prepared for disasters.   Natural or human-caused disasters can strike 
suddenly, anytime and anywhere, so it is important that you be prepared for 
emergencies. 
 

 There are three actions everyone can take that can help make a difference: 
1. Get a kit - at least three days of supplies; 2. Make a plan - planning ahead will 
help you have the best possible response to disaster; 3. Be informed - know 
what may happen and how you can help.   Red Cross Disaster Preparedness (KY 
2780) is available on cassette from KTBL.  Contact your librarian to order. 
 

 This disaster preparedness information, also known as “Be Red Cross 
Ready”, is also available in Braille.  For more information or to order Braille 
contact the Franklin Co. chapter of NFB: (502)875-3111 or 
ED4CKT@Bellsouth.net; or the American Red Cross: (502)223-1795 or 
www.redcrossfrankfort.org. 
                

 
Thank You, Gracias, Merci, Danke, and Grazie! 

 

 KTBL would like to thank our patrons for taking the time to 
complete our annual survey.  We received 291 responses.  We will 
compile your answers and comments and use them in making future decisions 
about our service.   

 

Donations 
 

KTBL would like to thank the following people for making recent donations 
to our library.  Thank you all for your generosity! 
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  Hayden Branscum   Jeanette B. Sterchi 
  Glenwood Creech   Betty Baker Ramey 
  Anne P. Kirkpatrick   John & Anna Cook 
  Marjorie E. Osterdahl   Truman Lawrence 
  Elizabeth B. Johnson 
 

In memory of Connie Raga-Fozza: 
Equity Group Kentucky Division, LLC 

 

In memory of Thelma Green, Virginia Albrit, Agnes Long: 
Charlie Schmidt 

 

 If you would like to contribute to KTBL, please make your check or money 
order payable to the Kentucky Talking Book Library, P O Box 537, Frankfort, KY  
40602-0537.  Please do not send cash through the mail.  Donations are 100% tax 
deductible and appreciated by the patrons who use our service. 
              

 
 

Research to Examine Sleep Disorders 
 

 Sleep and body clock disorders in individuals who have no 
light perception is the subject of a research study presently being 

conducted at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Harvard Medical School, in 
Boston.  The study will accept inquiries about participation until the middle of 
2008 and seeks to understand how light and other stimuli affect the body clock.  
The objective is to help blind individuals sleep better.   
 

 Some 60 percent of those who are totally blind have sleep problems 
because their body clocks are not set to the 24-hour day.  In such cases, the 
body clock reverts to its own timing, which is slightly different from 24 hours.  It 
is believed that a  small percentage of blind individuals can still utilize light 
information from the environment to reset their body clocks. 
 

 Blind individuals participating in the study will be asked to collect 
information for eight weeks while at home.  They will then live at the laboratory 
in Boston on two separate occasions for up to five weeks total.  The hospital will 
pay all travel expenses that are incurred.  There is also a sizeable stipend for 
taking part.  For more information about participating, contact Joe at 617-278-
0857 or at jhull@ris.bwh.harvard.edu. 
              
 

 
Bible Courses Available 

 

 Do you enjoy studying the Bible, but can’t find a Bible study 
guide you can read?  The Bible School at Christian Record Services offers free 
Bible lessons to anyone who is visually impaired.  You may choose from 3 large 
print, 4 Braille, or 6 audio cassette lessons.  
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 If you would enjoy more opportunities for Bible study, call Christian Record 
Services, phone 402-488-0981, or visit www.christianrecord.org and click on 
Services, then on Gift Bibles and Bible Courses.  Christian Record Services 
offers a variety of services, including a free summer camp for all ages.  Call or 
visit their web site for more information about this organization. 
                

 
Free Cell Phones for Emergency Calls 

 

 If you don’t have a cell phone, but wish you did in case of 
emergency, you may qualify for a free recycled cell phone that is 
programmed to dial 911.  Phones for Life offers recycled cell phones 

that provide free access to emergency 911 service without membership in any 
commercial phone service or program.  All Phones for Life cell phones are 
simple models with large, easy- to-read push buttons.  For more information 
contact Phones for Life at 1-818-236-2704, write to them at 2754 Foothill Blvd., La 
Crescenta, CA 91214, or check their web site: www.phones4life.org. 
                
 

AFB Directory 
 

 Do you or your friends or relatives need a national list of services for the 
blind and visually impaired?  A great source of information is the American 
Foundation for the Blind’s website AFB.org.  Click on “find helpful services” to 
display a list of 38 types of services such as Braille instruction, counseling, dog 
guide training, education, libraries, low vision, recreation, and transportation.  
You can then “narrow your search by location” to find services in a particular 
state. 
              

 

Dates to Remember 
                                                                          

 KTBL will be closed on the following days: 
 

April 6:  ½ day for Good Friday 
May 28:  Memorial Day 
 

 If you call during regular work hours and get a recorded greeting, it means 
our staff is busy with other patrons, or we are in a meeting.  Please leave a 
message and we will return your call as soon as possible. 
              
 
 

Be Kind 
Please Rewind All Cassette and Video Tapes 
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Important Items to Remember 
 
Kentucky Talking Book Library 
P O Box 537 
Frankfort, KY  40602-0537 
1-800-372-2968 
1-502-564-8300 ext 276 (local) 
Hours:  Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. (Eastern time zone) 
You may leave a voice mail message after hours. 
 
We want you to enjoy Talking Books.  Your librarian will tailor your  
service to suit your needs.  She will be happy to assist you in any  
way possible.  Please do not hesitate to call us for any of the following: 
 

• to make book requests 
• with any questions or problems 
• whenever your name, address, or telephone number changes 
• to temporarily stop service 
• if you want to change the types of books you get, or the  

number of books you receive 
• when you have problems with books or machines 
• if you want to change the format of your newsletters or catalogs 
• to cancel your service 

 
Include    your   name,  address,     and    telephone   number on all 
correspondence, request lists, e-mails, and telephone messages. 
 
Please return each book as soon as you finish it.  The maximum loan period is 
30 days. 
 
Kentucky magazines and the cassette version of The Listening Post  must be 
returned to KTBL within 30 days.  Keeping the magazine or newsletter longer 
may prevent you from receiving future issues. 
 
Remember to rewind all movies and cassette tapes before returning them. 
 
Mark an “X” on the mailcard of any defective book.  Do not mark on the cassette. 
 
Take care of all cassette books, Braille books, and cassette players; keep them 
free of food, liquids, dust, and debris. 
 



Kentucky Talking Book Library P.O. Box 537, Frankfort KY 40602 
1-800-372-2968 

Please keep this list for future reference. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KENTUCKY TALKING BOOK LIBRARY   FREE MATTER FOR THE 
P O BOX 537              BLIND AND 
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In providing information to readers of The Listening Post, the Kentucky Talking Book Library 
does not endorse any product or service referred to in this newsletter. 

                                            This newsletter was printed with funds from a grant from the  
                                            Institute of Museum and Library Services, which administers 
                                            the Library Services and Technology Act. 
 
           Sponsored by the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives, 
            an agency of the Education Cabinet. 

                                                             

 

The Listening Post is available in large print, cassette, 
Braille, and email formats.  Call 1-800-372-2968 to 
request another format


